Diagnostic tests for periodontal diseases.
A high level of interest in the development of diagnostic tests capable of detecting factors associated with progressing ("active") periodontal disease has continued in the past year. Notable advances and refinements have occurred in subtraction radiographic techniques and in the development of computer-linked, controlled-force periodontal probes. Development and evaluation of new diagnostic tests have also proceeded at a rapid pace. Particular emphasis has been placed on rapid tests for putative periodontal pathogens and detection in gingival crevicular fluid of host-derived enzymes. An intense effort must be made to determine the clinical value of diagnostic tests in longitudinal studies that use state-of-the-art assessments of disease progression.